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Thank you for your email about adult social care. 

May 2021 

I believe we must all receive dignified care in old age. With an ageing population, this is one 
of the biggest challenges our country faces. I support the Government's commitment to 
making sure that the most vulnerable in society gain the support they need. While it is 
important to note that more than 4 of every 5 people in care receive care from good and 
outstanding organisations, it is clear that more needs to be done to tackle this serious 
challenge - crucially by securing a long term funding solution. I'm delighted that the Prime 
Minister has spoken of his determination to tackle this, stating in his first speech as Prime 
Minister that "we will fix the crisis in social care once and for all with a clear plan we have 
prepared, to give every older person the dignity and security they deserve". 

As a member of a family, I have provided support to my Stepfather who acted as a carer to 
my mum in the last ten years of her life whilst she was wheelchair bound, I have supported 
my partner being a carer for his elderly grandmother who came to live with us in the final 
years of her life, and I have watched other family members and supported them in their 
caring roles for elderly relatives, and children with complex needs. I wholeheartedly 
understand the strain placed on our social care sector. 

In the Conservative Manifesto, on which I was proud to stand, it was made clear that we must 
build the same level of consensus on social care that we have already built on the NHS, 
across political parties, so that an answer can be brought forward that solves the problem, 
commands the widest possible support, and stands the test of time. I stand by this 
commitment, and urge my colleagues and constituents of all political beliefs to take part in a 
conversation about establishing a care system fit for the 21st century. 
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At the Spending Review in November 2020, local authorities were enabled to access over £1 
billion of spending for social care, through £300 million of social care grant, and the ability to 
levy a 3 per cent adult social care precept. This is in addition to the £1 billion social care 
grant announced during 2019, and the £3 billion provided to local authorities to address 
COVID-19 pressures, including in adult social care. I know that this Government is 
committed to sustainable improvement of the adult social care system, and is planning to 
bring forward proposals during 2021 ; I eagerly anticipate further discussion on this issue in 
the coming months, and will seek to participate in all discussions regarding reform to the 
social care system. 

Once again, thank you for taking the time to contact me and if I can ever be any further 
assistance to you then~ : ~ to contact me again. 

PETER GIBSON MP 
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