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Thank you for your email about climate change.

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges we face, and I can assure you that I recognise
the importance and urgency of action on this issue.

The recent report from the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change found that the
world is warming faster than previously anticipated and climate change is already affecting
every single region of our planet. This stark report must be met with immediate global action
to limit warming, heatwaves, heavy precipitation, droughts, and loss of Arctic Sea ice, snow
cover and permafrost.

I am pleased that the UK, which is continuing to play a world-leading role in tackling climate
change, was the first G7 country to legislate to achieve net zero by 2050, and we are
decarbonising faster than any G20 country. In addition, we have set ambitious climate targets
in law, such as a commitment to reduce emissions by 68 per cent by 2030, and also to reduce
emissions by 78 per cent by 2035, both compared to 1990 levels.

This does not come at the expense of economic growth. The UK has grown its economy by 75
per cent while cutting emissions by 43 per cent since 1990.

The UK accounts for approximately 1.2 per cent of global emissions and the Government and
COP26 Presidency is working to ensure other countries, particularly other G20 countries which
account together for 80 per cent of global emissions, to urgently submit new or updated 2030
targets (Nationally Determined Contributions) with their plans for ambitious climate action
ahead of the vital COP26 summit later this year in Glasgow.

I am encouraged that the UK will spend at least £3 billion of international climate finance on
nature and biodiversity over five years.

The funding will be allocated from the UK’s existing commitment of £11.6 billion for
international climate finance and will deliver transformational change in protecting
biodiversity-rich land and ocean, shifting to sustainable food production and supply, and
supporting the livelihoods of the world’s poorest.
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