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Peter joins pupils from Red 
Hall for litter pick 

Community playground 
success for Skerne Park  
As part of a continued pioneering community project, The
Coleridge Centre in the Skerne Park area of town saw an
army of volunteers pull together to build a new playground
in just four days. This is the third such project that has now
been delivered in Darlington.

The project is a collaboration between Peter Gibson MP,
HandsOn, Darlington Borough Council, Redde Northgate,
Hellens Group, Darlington Conservatives, Hummersknott
Academy Trust and lots more generous organisations across
Darlington. Peter and a team of volunteers revamped a
derelict space, which included a playground, learning area,
greenhouse, outdoor gym and raised planters.

Peter Gibson MP said “The efforts of the community have
really made me proud to represent our amazing town.

Pupils from Red Hall Primary School joined Peter
on a clean up. Dozens of bags were collected and
pupils learned about the role of a Member of
Parliament. The event was one of several clean
ups organised by Peter over the summer.

KEEPING DARLINGTON TIDY
RED HALL PUPILS WITH PETER 
DURING LOCAL LITTER PICK 

GETTING HANDS ON 
PETER WITH THE DESIGN 
TEAM AND VOLUNTEERS

“This is yet another fantastic community project that will bring a much-needed facility to the local community, and I’m
delighted that we have been able to work with a number of local Darlington businesses to deliver this third project. I have
been overwhelmed with the support from volunteers, who have helped to create this fantastic community facility, which I
know will be a perfect addition to Skerne Park and will be well used by local people for years to come”.

The 35th Darlington 10k took place this summer with a record
number of entrants. One of those was Peter, who managed to
complete the course with a run time of 01:08:00. The Darlington
events team did an incredible job organising the run and over 1,500
people took part, including running clubs from across the UK.

RACE READY 
AT THE START OF THE 
DARLINGTON 10K 



Hello, 

Member of Parliament for Darlington 

Thank you for taking the time to read the ninth edition of
Darlington Matters, which I’ve created to keep you up-to-date
with some of the positive activities and achievements that are
happening right here in Darlington.

This newsletter hasn’t cost you anything. As well as regular door
knocking, hosting surgeries and circulating surveys, this is just one
of the ways I communicate with you as your Member of
Parliament. I do hope you find it useful and informative.

If there is ever anything you would like to bring to my attention or
raise with me, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me.
My details can be found on the reverse of this newsletter.

CONSERVATIVE LITTER PICK 
THE TEAM IN PARK EAST WARD 

HELPING TO CLEAN UP 

ABBEY ROAD VISIT 
CHILDREN SHOWING THEIR 

SUPPORT FOR DIVERSITY 

COME ON DARLO!
SHOWING SUPPORT FOR OUR LOCAL 

CLUB AT THE DARLINGTON CARNIVAL

STUDENT TALKS 
WYVERN ACADEMY 
STUDENTS WITH PETER 

FIRTHMOOR LIVE 2022 
PETER HELPING THE TEAM 
CLEAN UP AFTER THE EVENT 

ARRIVA BUS DEPOT 
MAINTENANCE WORK 
CARRIED OUT ON BUSES  

FAMILY HELP DARLINGTON 
PETER MET WITH THE TEAM AT 
THEIR SUMMER FETE 

DARLINGTON PRIDE
HC ONE, SPONSORS OF THE 
EVENT MEETING WITH PETER 

CARE HOME CATCH UP 
PETER MET WITH RESIDENTS 
AT ABBEYFIELD CARE HOME 

INDOOR MARKET 
PETER ORDERING FROM DAVE 

JACKSON’S BUTCHERS 

NORTHUMBRIAN WATER
PETER VISITING THE LOCAL WATER 
TREATMENT PLANT AT STRESSHOLME

BOWLED OVER   
AT SOUTH PARK TAKING 
PART IN A BOWLS GAME 

Volunteer | Sign Up

Why not sign up to 
help with my 
campaigns and 
events? – just take a 
picture of this QR 
code with your 
phone camera.   



Levelling up Darlington 

By working together with the Tees Valley Mayor, Ben Houchen, Darlington Borough Council and the
Conservative Government, we’ve been making sure that residents have access to opportunities, enabling them
to build a better life for themselves and their families. Levelling Up is more than just a slogan,
here in Darlington it is being delivered at pace.

I want to make sure that we are helping to create a cleaner, safer town, with good quality jobs,
apprenticeships, and training opportunities so that our residents feel safer, love our town and have the skills
and confidence they need to access more opportunities. You will by now have seen some of our exciting
projects that are starting to be delivered across our town. Below are just a some examples of our journey to
transform Darlington. I know that once delivered, Darlington will truly lead the way in the Levelling Up Agenda.

Location confirmed
Darlington Economic Campus 

Town’s Fund 
£23.3 Million 

Part of Town’s Fund
Victoria Road Updates

Station Upgrade
£105 Million  

Auschwitz visit 

PETER WITH AREK HERSH MBE

A 94 YEAR OLD SURVIVOR 
OF THE ŁÓDŹGHETTO

Recently, along with a group of
cross party MPs, I visited Poland
with the March of the Living to
learn more about the atrocities of
the Holocaust. I had the privilege of
meeting Arek Hersh MBE, a 94 year
old survivor of the Łódź Ghetto,
Auschwitz 1 and Auschwitz 2
(Birkenau), who built a life in the
North of England.

Whilst at Birkenau, I lit my Yellow
Candle UK in memory of Jakub
Staub from Czechoslovakia. The trip
was incredibly poignant in light of
international events, and our
proximity to Ukraine in Poland.

Railway Museum
£35 Million 

Safer Streets Fund 
£1.6 Million 

IN THE “DRIVING” SEAT
PETER TAKING A TOUR OF 

AN RAF GLOBE MASTER JET 

Learning, 
listening and 
supporting 
our Armed 
Forces 

Over the past year, Peter has joined a team of MPs taking part
in the UK Armed Forces Parliamentary Scheme. The aim of the
Scheme is to give MPs an insight into military life that would
not otherwise be available to them. The programme has been
hugely insightful, enabling Peter to undertake several
activities, allowing him to experience the vast range of jobs
that our fantastic armed forces do each day to keep us safe.



Working hard for Darlington all year round 
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Darlington Matters | In Brief 

Keep up to date by signing up to my 
email newsletter – just take a picture      
of this QR code with your phone camera  

Dealing with casework is a huge part of my role as MP, which is why I launched Reported and Sorted.

Get in touch with me to get it sorted

DAMAGE TO WALL ON 
GRANGE ROAD 

DERELICT GATE ON 
SKINNERGATE  

Overall Resolved Casework

Policy Questions Answered

Cases

TO BOOK AN 
APPOINTMENT EMAIL:  

peter.gibson.mp@parliament.uk

PETER WITH SCOOTER 
ENTHUSIAST KEN BEST 

Mr Best purchased an LML scooter in May 2021, and a few weeks later
scheduled his new scooter for an MOT, only to discover that the records on
the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) were showing an incorrect
make and model, preventing him from completing the MOT process.

Mr Best had been struggling for several months to get the matter resolved
and decided to approach Darlington MP, Peter Gibson for help resolving the
issue. Mr Best said “I was delighted with the support Peter gave to my wife
in helping to expedite her driving license renewal previously I also contacted
Peter for support. "To my delight, within just a couple weeks the matter was
resolved and the DVLA updated my vehicle details on the MOT database. I
was delighted with the outcome and would like to thank Peter for helping
me so quickly”.

Casework success story 

Cost of Living Support
The global rising cost of energy and the war in Ukraine have
created unprecedented price rises. It is important that
constituents know what help is available to them if they are
struggling to meet these rising costs. The Government have
announced a range of measures to help support households.

The Energy Price Guarantee will ensure that a
typical household in Great Britain pays an average
£2,500 a year on their energy bill, for the next 2
years, from 1 October 2022.

The consumer saving will be based on usage, but a
typical household will save at least £1,000 a year
(based on current prices from October 2022).

The current cap is £1,971 and was due to rise to
£3,549. The Energy Price Guarantee is on top of the
£400 cash grant towards your domestic energy bill.

Some other support measures taken by the
government:

INCOME TAX CUT - The Basic Rate of Income Tax
has been cut from 20p in the Pound to 19p in the
Pound from April 2023. For the average
Darlington income of £31,700 this will mean a
£191 saving annually compared to April 2022.

NATIONAL INSURANCE RISE SCRAPPED - The
1.25% National Insurance Rise has been
scrapped, for the average Darlington income of
£31,700 this will mean a annual saving of £595.

STAMP DUTY CUT - The Stamp Duty threshold
has risen to £250,000, and first time buyers now
won't pay any Stamp Duty on purchases up to
£425,000.

£150 COUNCIL TAX REBATE - for households in
Council Tax Bands A-D.

£900,000 HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT FUND - for
Darlington Borough Council to target support to
households in the most need across the town.


