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Thank you for your email about the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill.

I completely agree with you that new homes should be accompanied by the infrastructure that
development creates the need for. I am glad that it is already the case that developer
contributions can be used to provide funding for schools and educational facilities.

The Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill will introduce a new Infrastructure Levy which is
designed to be simpler and more transparent to communities than the current system of
developer contributions. I share your view that this levy represents an important opportunity
for communities to have their voices heard on the types of infrastructure they would like to
see in their areas.

The Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill includes provision for ‘schools and other educational
facilities’ to be funded within the scope of the levy. This means that proceeds could be spent
on childcare facilities such as nurseries and pre-schools. This includes childcare facilities that
are not attached to schools.

The Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill would also allow for a specified amount of levy
proceeds to be applied towards projects which fall outside of the Bill's definition of
infrastructure. The Housing Minister has explicitly said that this could cover the funding of
services, such as childcare if providing them was considered a local priority.

I'understand that the Government will consult on the Infrastructure Levy, and I would
encourage you to share your views when the consultation launches.

It is critical that children get the support, care and education they deserve. I am confident that
the new Infrastructure Levy will help to do just that.

Once again, thank you for taking the time to contact me and if I can ever be of any further
assistance to you then please do not hesitate to contact me again. If you would like to keep up
to date with my activities as your Member of Parliament then please subscribe to my

Darlington Matters newsletter using this link: www.petergibson.org/signup
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